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Homily for Pentecost Sunday C  2022 

Renewing the Face of the Earth 

Today’s scriptures give us two versions of how the first disciples received the Holy 

Spirit.  The first version from the Acts of the Apostles gives us the familiar story of the 

disciples gathered in a house on the day of Pentecost, after Jesus ascended to 

heaven.  A strong driving wind suddenly appears and, like tongues of fire, sends 

down the Holy Spirit on each of them.   And the disciples were enabled to boldly 

proclaim the mighty deeds of God and be understood in different languages by 

people from all over the eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East.  This story is the 

one we associate with the birth of the Universal Church, and the calling to spread the 

Gospel to the ends of the earth.   

The second version in today’s Gospel is the same one we read from John on Divine 

Mercy Sunday.  Even after they learned that the tomb was empty, and that Jesus was 

seen alive by Mary Magdalene, the disciples still locked themselves in a room, filled 

with fear and doubt.  But despite the locked doors, Jesus still reaches them, and 

offers his mercy and peace.  And then he breathes the Holy Spirit on each of them, 

thereby empowering them to act in his name.  He also exhorts his disciples to “not be 

unbelieving, but believe,” which is an essential part of proclaiming the Gospel with 

confidence and credibility. 

Each version offers a different memory of how the Holy Spirit was introduced to 

the disciples.  Each version was written by Luke and John at different times and to 

different audiences to proclaim the same truth—that it is the Holy Spirit of Jesus who 
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animates and empowers the Church to function as the living body of Christ on earth. 

It is through the Holy Spirit that we receive the love and grace of God, and are 

enabled to share that love and grace with each other and with the world.  We are 

many, we are diverse, and we are global, but as disciples of Christ, we are one in the 

Spirit.  And we are called to live out that oneness for the purpose of building up the 

body of Christ—the Church. 

As we reflect on these two passages, we can see ourselves in both of them.  Each 

of these stories are relevant to our local church and our parish in this time and place.  

As migration continues to bring new peoples to Alaska and to the Valley, we are 

becoming more multi-cultural.  For our local community, our nation and for the world 

over, this is a trend that will continue well into the future as our planet is made 

smaller through the advances in travel and communications.  And with the 

development of communications and social media, we are learning more and more 

how diverse we are within the Church.  We have different spiritualities, worldviews, 

philosophies, traditions, and political views.  We also have different levels of faith and 

different types of giftedness.  Such is the way of our human community—such has 

been the way of the Church since its beginning.   

And while all this diversity is our God-given opportunity to grow Christ and in the 

fruits of the Holy Spirit—charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, and so 

on—we can too often find ourselves seeing this diversity as threatening, as reasons 

for locking ourselves in our bunkers of safety, and into our own ways of seeing 

things.  This tendency to isolate ourselves is not the way of the Spirit.  It is 

unfortunately true that, at times in its history, the Church has had to hunker down in 
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order to preserve itself against hostile and oppressive cultures.  But the mission of 

the Church is never to remain behind locked doors for very long.  It is instead to 

proclaim the Gospel and help transform the culture and the world—to renew the 

face of the earth, through the power of the Holy Spirit.   

And to do this effectively, we must be unified in purpose and in community.  Not 

in a monolithic unity that is exclusive to new membership and closed to new ways of 

sharing the Gospel.  And not in a diversity that is so scattered that the Gospel 

message is diluted and incomprehensible.  But as a community of faithful disciples, 

who are unified in Christ, and who are strengthened by the diversity and universality 

found in the Church, which enables us to speak the language of Christ’s love to the 

world in many ways and dialects, and be understood by the prevailing cultures.  And 

which enables us to accomplish great deeds through the many different gifts we 

offer as individuals.   

To be better evangelists, we need to practice our mission here within the walls of 

our local church, within our own family of believers.  We need to find ways to 

transform our differences into opportunities that help us experience our faith in 

diverse ways, so as to help us reach out to a larger, more diverse audience in the 

world.  And we need to diligently practice our charity for one another, despite our 

differences, so that we can genuinely share the love of Jesus with everyone we 

encounter outside of these walls. 

As we emerge from the locked rooms imposed on us by the COVID pandemic and 

that imposed on ourselves in the continuing turbulence of politics and culture wars, 

let us re-open our hearts to being led by the Spirit.  Let us start by prayerfully 
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examining our motives for remaining in isolation from our brothers and sisters in the 

Church and in the world.  Let us reach out and be more welcoming to those we don’t 

know very well in our parish and our local community.  Let us reach out to those who 

have fallen away from life in the Church and invite them back into our parish 

community.  Let us also reach out and spend more time with those who are 

homebound, who want to be a part of the community, but are isolated due to poor 

health and immobility.  There are many, many ways to rebuild and nurture the 

communities we are part of.  But first we must step out of our locked rooms, and 

then intentionally let the Holy Spirit reignite our hearts with its life and love. 

Let us pray then, for the Holy Spirit to come into our hearts, and help us renew the 

face of the earth. 

 

AMEN 
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