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Archdiocese of Anchorage 
OFFICE OF SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

225 Cordova Street 

Anchorage, AK 99501-2409 

(907) 297-7736 

 

 

March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

One of the important duties in these uncertain times is our obligation to protect our children and 

youth and keep them safe.  Please know your church and school community keep all in prayer and 

hope for your safety and good health.  

 

The Archdiocese of Anchorage requires all children and youth from Kindergarten through 12th grade, 

who attend a Catholic School or Faith Formation Program to be taught Circle of Grace lessons each 

year.  Because of the recent unexpected disruption of classes and parish life, your child/ren or teens 

may not have receive these important lessons this academic year. 

 

We are asking you, as the primary and most important teachers of your children, to help us provide 

for the safety of our children by discussing the attached “Circle of Grace Discussion and Activity” 

packet with your family.  There are questions and activities for Kind. - grade 2, grades 3-5, grades 6-8 

and high school students.   

 

Our children are living in the midst of a crisis, where our communities and our church are doing 

what they can to ensure the safety of each other during the impact of the Covid-19 pandamic.  This is 

a very real and current recognition of the dignity and safety of all people that can be communicated 

to our families and how we each have a role to play in keeping each other healthy.   

 

Please read over this packet and use the questions and activities as a springboard for discussion with 

your children.  The information reiterates to children these important lessons: 
• How they are made in the image and likeness of God 

• That God Loves them and wants them to be safe and healthy, especially in their relationships. 

• That everyone is deserving of dignity and respect, with no exceptions 

• God puts people in their lives (parents and trusted adults like teachers, grandparents, etc.) to help 

them be safe 

• If they were to feel uncomfortable, confused or someone does hurt them in any way, that their trusted 

adults want them to talk with them so they can help in anyway.   

A little about the Circle of Grace curriculum:  

Circle of Grace educates and empowers children and young people to actively participate in a safe 

environment for themselves and others, while being taught in the framework of our Catholic faith.   

Circle of Grace lessons bring God and our Catholic beliefs into the center of child protection by teaching: 
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• God’s presence and assistance in difficult and confusing situations as an essential component in the Pre-K– gr. 12 

curriculum. 

• a philosophy that can be used at all times that reinforces God’s real presence in our lives, respect for self 

and others, and skills for good decision making. 

• the sacredness of each person and how relationships are called to be experiences of divine love. 

Circle of Grace contributes to the protection of our young children and affirms them as beloved 

children of God.  Please help us by discussing these very important lessons with your children and 

family. 

 

If you have any questions or would like some additional age/grade-specific activities for your 

children, please don’t hesitate to ask. You can reach your parish or school by responding to this 

email.  You can also contact the Archdiocese of Anchorage, Office of Safe Environemnt by emailing 

jmichaelson@ca-ak.org.  

 

 

God bless you and your family,  

Jenny Michaelson, 

Safe Environment Director 

Archdiocese of Anchorage 
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