
Friday, March 27, 2020
Lenten Weekday

Those gathered begin with the Sign of the Cross, saying:

 † O God, hear my prayer; give ear to the words  
of my mouth.

Psalm 138:1–2ab, 2cde–3, 7c–8
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with all my heart,

for you have heard the words of my mouth;
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise;

I will worship at your holy temple
and give thanks to your name.

Because of your kindness and your truth;
for you have made great above all things
your name and your promise.

When I called, you answered me;
you built up strength within me.

Your right hand saves me.
The Lord will complete what he has done for me;

your kindness, O Lord, endures forever;
forsake not the work of your hands.

Reading John 7:25 – 30

Some of the inhabitants of Jerusalem said, “Is [Jesus] not 
the one they are trying to kill? And look, he is speaking 
openly and they say nothing to him. Could the authorities 
have realized that he is the Christ? But we know where he 
is from. When the Christ comes, no one will know where 
he is from.” So Jesus cried out in the temple area as he was 
teaching and said, “You know me and also know where I 
am from. Yet I did not come on my own, but the one who 
sent me, whom you do not know, is true. I know him, 
because I am from him, and he sent me.” So they tried to 
arrest him, but no one laid a hand upon him, because his 
hour had not yet come.

Reflection
As Jesus makes his way through Galilee toward Jerusalem, 
there is a growing tension with some of the people who will 
not accept his mission. Jesus does not hide from this oppo-
sition, but takes the opportunity to declare who he is and 
where he has come from. Moreover, he announces that his 
mission is from God. We are struck by the boldness of Jesus 
and at the same time encouraged in our own efforts to be 
witnesses to his message in our own time. The world today 
still needs prophets of peace and justice; may we be bold 
in our efforts.

Prayers others may be added

Be with us, Lord, as we pray:

 ◆ Faithful Lord, hear our prayer.

For modern prophets that call us back to the way of the Lord, 
we pray to the Lord: ◆ For spiritual directors who help us to 
live as faith-filled disciples, we pray to the Lord: ◆ For 
teenagers in our parishes who are examples of kindness and 
joy, we pray to the Lord: ◆ For the sick among us who teach us 
the meaning of suffering like Jesus, we pray to the Lord: ◆

Gathering these and all unspoken prayers into one,  
we pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father   .   .   .

O Lord our God, 
you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, 
into this world to reveal your plan of salvation 
and to forgive your people of their transgressions. 
Grant to those who repent of their ways 
the grace to remain in communion with him, 
who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Making the Sign of the Cross, saying:

 † O God, hear my prayer; give ear to the words  
of my mouth.
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