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When will the church be open again? 
 
We don't know!  Basically, like everyone else, we are waiting to hear from the civil authorities 
about when it will be safe to gather together again. 
 
Why is Sacred Heart closed while some other Catholic churches are open? 
 
Some larger parish churches with a tradition of Perpetual Adoration, and some rural churches 
with smaller communities remained open for a while.  In almost all cases, even this arrangement 
has now come to an end. 
 
I have heard that the priests are saying Mass privately, what does that mean? 
 
It means the priests are saying mass on their own – apart from some private intentions, we are 
offering our Masses for all our parishioners. 
 
NEW QUESTION 
Don’t' I have a right to the sacraments?   
 
We could spend one of our Parish Family Faith Formation classes on this interesting topic.  There 
is a Yes and No element to answering to this question.  In general, the answer would be Yes – for 
a person who is baptized and in a state of grace, the Church cannot withhold the sacraments.  
However, there are other guiding principles governing the 'Yes' such as appropriate time.  For 
example, if someone asked a priest for confession while in line at the store, we would agree that 
moment is not an appropriate time. Right now, when we are trying to save lives by not meeting, 
there is a governing principle laid down by the civil authorities asking us to keep safe distances 
from each other.  Even if we are not concerned for ourselves, we must be concerned for others. 
 
Can we have Mass streamed live from Sacred Heart please? 
 
Currently we do not have the necessary equipment to support streaming.  However, we are 
working at getting things in place so that we can live stream the liturgies of Holy Week.   
UPDATE: We will begin streaming Sunday Mass at 11.30am, beginning Easter Sunday.  By 
agreement across the Archdiocese, live streaming of the Holy Week Liturgies will come from Holy 
Family Cathedral in English and from Our Lady of Guadalupe Co-Cathedral in Spanish/English. 
 
 
 
 



NEW QUESTION 
What about other options: Mass where we sit in our cars and listen on the radio; drive through 
processions for adoration of the Blessed Sacrament or even a blessing? 
 
Believe us, if you can think of it, we've already examined the possibility.  From drive up confession 
with 6ft ice walls to keep us safe, on-line sign-ups for visiting the Church, drive by Benediction 
and many other options; we have looked at them all.  Unfortunately, it's just not possible to do 
much more than what we are doing. We begin live streaming April 3rd for the school and Easter 
Sunday for the Parish.  Different states have different regulations; we are following the guidelines 
for the State of Alaska. 
 
 
What should I do in an emergency? 
 
Leave a message on the parish answering machine, and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can.  Realistically, no one is getting access to hospitals during the coronavirus epidemic; it is 
possible that even the priests may be excluded.  In that case, we will talk with the family over the 
phone and pray with you.  We will do everything we can to provide end of life sacramental care 
for our parishioners. 
UPDATE:  It is almost certain priests will not have access to hospitals or senior centers at this 
time.  Please note, Providence Hospital has a full-time team of Catholic priest chaplains – if a 
loved one is admitted to Providence, let the staff know they'd like to see a priest. 
 
 
Can we have a funeral during this time of church closure? 
 
Yes!  However, there cannot be Mass or Communion and the maximum number of people 
permitted to gather is 10 – this includes the priest.  There is no provision for a reception after the 
service. 
UPDATE: No!  It is no longer permitted to have gatherings of any kind.  Please contact the parish 
so we can pray with you or plan for the future. 
 
 
Can I have confession? 
 
Yes!  The priests are still available for confession by appointment as we were before coronavirus.  
Leave a message by email or on voicemail with a few times that suit you best and we shall call 
you back. 
UPDATE:  STILL YES – However, at this time we are trying to limit contact. Since there is no 
opportunity for Communion, very few people will be in urgent need of confession.  For anyone 
involved in essential services, we will meet you as soon as possible and as often as your 
circumstances demand. 
 
 



What about other sacraments: baptisms, weddings? 
 
We are dealing with these situations as they arise.  Right now, we are encouraging everyone to 
wait, but if you need to have a sacramental celebration, it cannot involve the celebration of the 
Eucharist or have more than 10 people present – including the minister.  Please contact the parish 
office and we will call you back. 
UPDATE: No! It is no longer permitted to have gatherings of any kind.  However, any parent 
concerned for their child should give us a call and we will make arrangements with you. 
 
 
I have been preparing through RCIA for reception into the Church at Easter, what happens 
now? 
 
Since the church will not be opened until after Easter, all celebrations will be postponed.  We 
know how disappointing this must be for you, but we have not forgotten you and look forward 
to having you as full members of our Church as soon as possible.  Talk to your sponsors or contact 
the parish with any questions. 
 
 
I have called the parish office, and no one has replied.  What now? 
 
Call again or send an email.  At this stage the parish staff, in keeping with the Governor's request, 
are mostly working from home to avoid gathering in our small workspace.  There is a large 
amount of administrative work that can still be done away from the parish office, but as a result 
we are not going to be as available to you as we were before the crisis.  Keep trying to reach us 
and try to be patient with us as we work out this unfamiliar way of running our parish. 
 
 
What about parish finances, how can I support the upkeep of the church at this time? 
 
Many of our costs remain the same even while we are closed, so financial support is really 
welcome at this time from those who are not overly concerned for their own finances.  The best 
way is to give online, (https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/845) or mail a check to the parish office.  
Please don’t send cash as there is a good chance it could be stolen. 
 
 
How can I help those who are in financial need at this time? 
 
The Knights of Columbus are providing help to those in need.  You can reach our parish Grand 
Knight, Joseph Hsu, at 907-341-7512 or email: joe.hsu22@gmail.com  
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We are getting requests from Fr Joseph for money by email, what should we do? 
 
Fr Joseph NEVER writes to anyone for money by email or text.  If you are sending money to the 
parish make it payable to Sacred Heart Parish (1201 Bogard Rd Wasilla, Alaska 99654).  If you are 
sending Mass stipends, put a note with the check and the priest offering the Mass will receive 
the stipend.   
 
 
What is the easiest way to stay in touch with what's happening next? 
 
Get the parish app (https://mypari.sh/sgd), we send out information as it becomes available as 
well as ideas for prayer, reflections from the pastor and links to other sites providing Mass 
broadcasting. 
Check the parish webpage from time to time (sacredheartwasilla.org), we are updating as we get 
news. 
Check our Parish Facebook webpage (SacredHeartCatholicChurch). 
 
 
What can I do from home? 
 
Don't forget to keep the Sabbath Day holy by spending some time in prayer with your family or 
watching Mass online.  When you can, pray for the sick, their families and those caring for them.  
If you are aware of anyone living alone, give them a call to see if they are ok. 
 
Psalm 145:15 Oculi omnium in te sperant Domine: et tu das illis escam in tempore opportuno.  
Psalm 145:15 The eyes of all hope in you Lord, and you give what they need at the opportune time. 


