
A challenge for the Christian steward is accepting, and even 
rejoicing in, the fact that our commitment to faith is often a 
counter-cultural one. Perhaps this is nowhere more striking 
than in the quick cultural “end” of the Easter season, and 
our own belief that Easter is leading us through May to the 
great feast of Pentecost on May 24. 

We see this discordance in many Christian celebrations 
adapted by the popular, commercial culture. While we are 
still enjoying the season of Christmas and looking forward 
to Epiphany, most American homes have taken the Christ-
mas tree to the recycling center and moved on to thoughts 
of Valentine’s Day. During the sacrificial early days of Lent, 
there’s something jarring – yes, just wrong – about all those 
pastel Easter eggs and bunnies appearing in stores. And all 
that chocolate! 

So, as Christian stewards, we feel no surprise that as we 
break our Easter fast and begin our meditation on the Resur-
rection, we find that the stores have tucked those chocolate 
bunnies away on discount shelves, and we’re off to the next 
commercially competitive venture. And as the great feast of 
Pentecost beckons us, we realize that the society around us 
gives this occasion hardly a passing nod. Apparently, there’s 
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A Step Along the Way

It helps now and then to step back and take a long view. 
The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 
it is beyond our vision.

We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction 
of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of 
saying that the kingdom always lies beyond us. 
No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. No confession 
brings perfection, no pastoral visit brings wholeness. 
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission. 
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

This is what we are about. We plant the seeds that one 
day will grow. We water the seeds already planted 
knowing that they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces effects 
far beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of 
liberation in realizing this. 
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, 
a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s 
grace to enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the 
difference between the master builder and the worker.

We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not 
messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own.

By Bishop Ken Untener of Saginaw (1937-2004)
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no money to be made from Pentecost, 
the day the Holy Spirit came among the 
apostles and imbued in them the cour-
age to be true followers of Christ. Cour-
age, strength, faith, the Spirit – these 
are hard to market in the public square, 
aren’t they? The willingness to live and 
ultimately to die as martyrs for Christ, 
as the apostles did, these are things 
that are hard to package in bright pa-
per. They don’t fit well in the greeting 
card aisle. 

Perhaps during these days of May 
when we as Catholic stewards contin-
ue to celebrate the season of Easter and 
look forward to Pentecost, we might 
examine our own willingness to step 
outside the culture in our celebration 
of great Christian feast days. Keep the 

reminders of the Resurrection around 
you. Let your family prayer reflect the 
marvels of the season. Help your chil-
dren to be aware of the liturgical cal-
endar. Explain to them the meaning of 
the changing colors of the priests’ vest-
ments. Dress up in red for Pentecost 
Sunday. But most importantly, educate 
yourself and your family on how pow-
erful it is to understand and celebrate 
the great markers and mysteries of our 
shared faith experience.

Archbishop Oscar Romero: A Gift to the World

Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Rome-
ro (1917-1980), formally recognized 
by Pope Francis as being martyred “in 
hatred of the faith,” is to be beatified 
in San Salvador on May 23, 2015. 

Born into a poor El Salvadoran 
family, Romero received the public 
education that extended from grades 
one to three only. He was accepted 
into a minor seminary at age 13, and, 
showing promise, was sent to study 
in Rome. He was ordained to the 
priesthood there in 1942. When he 
returned to El Salvador, he served as a 
parish priest, was appointed auxiliary 

bishop of San Salvador, bishop of the Diocese of Santiago de Maria, and finally, 
in 1977, archbishop of San Salvador. 

Many Catholics were dismayed at Romero’s appointment because of his 
reputation as a conservative in a time where there existed tremendous economic 
and political repression in El Salvador. The ruling military junta was controlled 
by a small oligarchy of the wealthiest families who dominated the economy.

A month after taking office, Romero’s close friend, Jesuit priest Rutilio 
Grande, was assassinated by a Salvadoran death squad for speaking out against 
the inequality and injustice. It was to change Romero’s life. He said later, “When 
I looked at Rutilio lying there dead I thought, ‘If they have killed him for doing 
what he did, then I, too, have to walk the same path.’ ”

Archbishop Romero turned the facilities at the cathedral into a space for 
people to come for relief, food and medical assistance. He also began hearing 
the stories of countless Salvadorans who told him how their family members 
were tortured and killed, or just disappeared. He quickly began to speak out on 
behalf of the poor and powerless. His weekly sermons, broadcast throughout 
El Salvador by radio, cited human rights violations by the government. He soon 
earned the hatred of the military junta and by many in the wealthiest classes. 
His life was threatened on several occasions, to which he responded: “I have 
frequently been threatened with death. I must say that, as a Christian, I do not 
believe in death but in the resurrection. If they kill me, I shall rise again in the 
Salvadoran people.”

The day before his death, Romero appealed directly to members of the mili-
tary, pleading with them in a national broadcast not to obey orders that were 
immoral and illegal: “In the name of God, in the name of our tormented people 
whose cries rise up to heaven, I beseech you, I beg you, I command you, stop 
the repression!” On March 24, 1980, as he was celebrating Mass in the chapel 
of the Carmelite Sisters’ hospital for cancer patients, where he lived, he was shot 
to death. His martyrdom bore striking resemblance to the martyrdom of Saint 
Thomas Becket in Canterbury Cathedral. 

Pope Francis recently quoted from a homily by Archbishop Romero: “We 
must all be willing to die for our faith even if the Lord does not grant us this 
honor.” The May 23 Mass and beatification ceremony has been referred to by 
Pope Francis as a gift to the world.
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ICSC 2015 Parish Stewardship Award Information

Has your parish developed stewardship materials that would help others? 
Did your committee work hard on resources you are proud of? Please 
consider applying for one or more ICSC Parish Awards in 2015. Parishes 
at all stages of the stewardship journey are encouraged to apply! 

Entries will be judged by members of the ICSC Parish Stewardship 
Education and Services Committee. Application Deadline is June 30. 
All applicants will be contacted by August 15.

For additional information, list of awards, and entry forms CLICK HERE 

Calling All ICSC Parish Members!

I remember her vividly. As I look through 
the eyes of a Christian steward, I could 
see why my teacher, Sister Esther Joy 
perfectly inspired the young students in 
her care. Second grade was her special-
ty and there were about fifty of us.

Sister Esther was able to use her 
God-given talents as a teacher. Her 
joy and faith were passed on to us. It 
seemed like we each had a place and 
school was an experience of Jesus as 
well as a place for learning.

I believe that Sister Esther was an 
expert at time management because 
we accomplished so much that year. 
We honed our skills in the three “R’s” 
(Reading, writing and arithmetic), were 
perfectly prepared for First Penance and 
First Communion and played games to 
remember the answers to the questions 
in the Catechism. We also prayed the 
rosary in Latin every day and filled our 
rice bowls during Lent. She was with us 
at Mass each day and encouraged Sat-
urday participation where she would 
have her classroom open and we could 
work on crafts after Mass.

Sister Esther was also a woman who 
loved music and literature. She would 
encourage us to finish our projects and 
had us all singing as she played the vio-
lin. At the end of the day she would read 
aloud a chapter from a book. I remem-
ber “Heidi” as being one of my favorites.

This lovely woman was fifty-three 
years old when I encountered her as a 
second grade student.

It was the sparkle in her eye, her 
love and her many gifts that touched 
me so deeply. She died on February 

22, 1989. She was 79 years old, taught 
for 40 years and had just celebrated 
her 60th anniversary as a Racine Do-
minican. Amazing!

I would invite everyone to cele-
brate the Year of Consecrated Life by 
going to the website of your favorite 
religious community. Find out how 
you could tell one of your own stories 
and thank them for how they have im-
pacted your life. No doubt, they de-
serve our gratitude and we deserve the 
joy of remembering.

Celebrating the Year of Consecrated Life 
A Model Stewardship Teacher: Sister Esther Joy
by Mary Ann Otto, Stewardship Director, Diocese of Green Bay, WI

http://catholicstewardship.com/parishes/parish-stewardship-awards


  Called.
        Transformed.
              Sent to serve.

BECOME AN ICSC MEMBER TODAY
It will enhance your stewardship  

efforts tremendously!

International Catholic  
Stewardship Council

Who is ICSC?
The International Catholic Stewardship Council (ICSC) is a professional organization 
recognized internationally as a source of education, networking and information to 
advance the ministry of Christian stewardship as a way of life in the Roman Catholic 
Church in dioceses and parishes worldwide.

ICSC is the only organization dedicated exclusively to advancing Christian steward-
ship in North America as well as overseas. Founded in 1962, ICSC has over 1,200 
members representing over 800 dioceses and archdioceses, parish communities, 
Catholic organizations and professional firms.

ICSC Provides
• Expert advice for introducing Christian stewardship to your parish community

• Techniques proven to revitalize parish life

• Practical stewardship ideas 

• Support for teaching stewardship to children 

• Reflections for preaching stewardship

• A network of speakers for parishes and diocesan gatherings

• Conferences that offer the wisdom and experience of those committed to  
stewardship as a way of life

• Retreats that offer in-depth reflection and study on Christian stewardship

• Publications that inform and enhance our understanding of stewardship

• Access to stewardship resources, models and samples online

• Opportunities to exchange ideas and information with stewardship parishes in  
North America and beyond

• Best practices for promoting stewardship in the parish

Membership Includes
• Discounts for conferences, institutes  

and publications

• Membership directory

• Access to past conference  
presentations 

• Monthly parish e-bulletins offering 
weekly reflections, prayers, bulletin 
inserts and much more 

• Web site section for members only 
with the latest parish stewardship 
resources

• Access to parish leadership  
planning tools 

• Opportunities to exchange ideas, 
network, share best practices and 
grow in faith

“The promotion of the practice of stewardship is important for the mission of the 
Church and for the spiritual well-being of each individual Christian. Everyone 
benefits from the sacrificial gift one makes of his time, talent, and treasure.” 
                                                  -Pope Benedict XVI



Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Weekend of May 2/3, 2015

Jesus offers a quintessential stewardship statement in today’s 
Gospel reading: “Whoever remains in me and I in him will 
bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.” 
Jesus Christ offers us the fullness of eternal life. Do our lives 
reveal that this is what we want? Do we believe that by hear-
ing the Word of the Lord and responding we not only pro-
duce “good fruit,” but abide in the very life of God?

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Weekend of May 9/10, 2015

Jesus calls his disciples his “friends” and commands them 
to love one other as he has loved them. We are called to be 
stewards of this friendship; to love one another as Jesus loves 
us. Do we give serious attention to what this love requires of 
us? Does this require us to actively seek the welfare of oth-
ers? What is the price of this friendship with the Lord?

The Ascension of the Lord 
Thursday, May 14 or Weekend of May 16/17, 2015

Before he ascended into heaven, Jesus instructed his dis-
ciples to proclaim the Gospel to all of creation. As stew-
ards of this legacy, we too are called to give witness to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in our words and actions; in how 
we live and how we treat others. Are we sharing the life 
of Christ with others in our day-to-day lives? In what ways 
do we see ourselves proclaiming the Gospel? In what ways 
can we do better?

Pentecost Sunday 
Weekend of May 23/24, 2015

Today we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, the birth of the 
Church and the beginning of its mission in the world. Pen-
tecost Sunday reminds us that our lives are filled with the 
Holy Spirit and God has accomplished creative things in us 
through this gift. We have been entrusted with this great gift 
of the Holy Spirit. Now is a good time to ask: Are we being 
good stewards of this gift? What creative things have we 
done to glorify God’s accomplishments in us?

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
Weekend of May 30/31, 2015

In today’s Gospel and reading from the letter of St. Paul 
we hear of the gift of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. In our devotional life we make the sign of the cross 
and recite the “Glory Be” as an expression of our faith as 
a Trinitarian people. But what does it mean for Christian 
stewards to accept in a practical way the experience of 
God in this three-fold gift? Is it a call to share our own 
life in community, with compassion and love, and to work 
for healing, justice, peace and unity? Is it an invitation to 
invite others into fellowship with us in the unity of the 
Father, Son and Spirit?

We encourage you to check out the ICSC online community at  
www.catholicstewardship.org under ‘members’ where members 
can share ideas and questions. The Parish Stewardship section is  
reviewed every day by members of the Parish Stewardship  
Education and Services Committee.

International Catholic  
Stewardship Council

(800) 352-3452
ICSC@catholicstewardship.org
www.catholicstewardship.org 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT


