
We are an Easter people. The joy of Easter is celebrated not only during the li-
turgical season we call Easter. It is celebrated every day of the year. The Mass is 
the Paschal Mystery, and every time it is celebrated, we participate in the sacri-
fice, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. As St. Paul teaches, we die 
with Christ and rise with Him in the Holy Spirit. We are transformed into new 
creations. We are renewed. 

Stewards of God’s abundant gifts hold dear the promise of renewal and 
pledge themselves to the work of reconciliation, healing and proclamation of 
the risen Lord. For Christian stewards, each day is a new dawn for living in the 
light of Christ. There is much about dying and rising with Christ that we do not 
know; much about the Paschal Mystery we do not understand. But stewards of 
God’s love are always open to learning more; to being called out of their igno-
rance and into the light of faith which comes with an ever-deeper understanding 
of its peace and joy. 

Easter is a good time to reflect on how we experience the joy of Christ’s 
peace. It is also a time to ask ourselves how we can experience the gift of Easter 
each day of our lives.

The Experience of Easter
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Our Blessed Lord!
Our Risen Savior!

We give you thanks
for the awe-inspiring gift of Easter
and the redemption we enjoy 
as a result of your gift.

We give you thanks for calling us 
your friends
and allowing us to share your body 
and blood 
in the holy Eucharist.  

Oh merciful Lord,
Redeemer and Teacher,
by the power of the Holy Spirit
give us the skills to listen to you
more closely;
the wisdom to put
the Eucharist into action;
and the courage to bring 
your Easter message of hope
to a world that desperately needs 
your love. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

Amen

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER  
for April

There is much about dying and rising with Christ  
that we do not know; much about the Paschal Mystery 

we do not understand.

“Do not be amazed! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. 
He has been raised; he is not here.”

          ~Mark 16:6



St. John Baptist de LaSalle is the patron saint of schoolteachers. He was the 
founder of the Brothers of the Christian Schools and is renowned for his lifelong 
devotion to educating the poor. John Baptist was born to a wealthy family in 
Reims, France, in 1651. He was a scholar, studied for the priesthood and was 
ordained in 1678. He earned a doctorate in theology in1681. Although he lived 
a comfortable life at the cathedral in Reims, he was drawn to education early 
on. At the urging of a layman to open a school for poor children in Reims, John 
Baptist opened two schools that became very popular, even though the prevail-
ing view in France was that children of the poor should only be taught how to 
perform manual labor, not to be educated. 

John Baptist continued to discern the will of God in his life. He sold all 
that he possessed and donated the proceeds for hunger relief. He and a small 
group of men formed themselves into a religious community by taking a vow 
of obedience and adopting the name Brothers of the Christian Schools. In 
1686, he opened four more schools in Reims as well as a school to train teach-
ers. He would later establish other schools in Paris and Saint-Denis. 

Although his religious community was not yet approved by the Church, 
in 1694 John Baptist and twelve of his community members took perpetual 
vows, committing themselves to providing free education to the poor for the 
rest of their lives. John Baptist’s educational theories and practices became 
standard including classroom instruction instead of one-on-one instruction, 
teaching in the native language instead of in Latin and integrating faith forma-
tion into a curriculum. 

STEWARDSHIP SAINT for April

Of all of the wisdom found in the United States bishops’ 
pastoral letter, Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, the 
paragraph that always strikes me most powerfully is this: 
“In Jesus’ teaching and life self-emptying is fundamen-
tal. Now, it might seem that self-emptying has little to 
do with stewardship, but in Jesus’ case that is not so. His 
self-emptying is not sterile self-denial for its own sake, 
rather in setting aside self, he is filled with the Father’s 
will, and he is fulfilled in just this way” (p. 19).

How can we lead people to live as stewards who 
follow Jesus’ self-emptying way? A number of years 
ago, I spoke with an editor-friend about a steward-
ship booklet we were developing at my parish. As 
he reviewed our text, he said that he would be cau-
tious of using the word “sacrificial.” In focus groups 
he had conducted throughout the United States, he 
found that people often questioned the meaning of  
“sacrificial.” They understood the meaning of “sacrifice,” 
but were unsure what it means to live sacrificially. The 
conversation stuck with me, because it seems to me this 

is exactly what we hope to do as stewardship leaders: 
help people move from an intellectual recognition of sac-
rifice, to embrace a life of self-giving, sacrificial love. It is 
a move from the head to the heart, and from the heart to 
the hands and feet, putting faith into action.

As we ponder the meaning of Jesus’ sacrifice for us on 
the cross in these final weeks of Lent, let us also invite 
those we lead to take to heart our call as disciples who 
live sacrificially. Jesus shows us that God’s way is the way 

of self-giving, sacrificial love. To follow Jesus’ way is to 
empty ourselves, to give beyond what we think is pos-
sible, and to do so willingly. Let us challenge one another 
to move from head to heart to hands and feet as people 
who walk in Jesus’ self-emptying way.

St. John Baptist de LaSalle died on 
Good Friday, April 7, 1719. He was 
canonized in 1900 and his feast is 
celebrated on April 7.

How can we lead people to live as stewards who follow Jesus’ self-emptying way?

Stewardship: Following Jesus’ Way

This is the eighth in a series of stewardship reflections 
by Leisa Anslinger for parish stewardship leaders. 
Leisa is an author and co-founder of Catholic 
Strengths and Engagement Community (CSEC).
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Spring housecleaning used to be a solemn ritual in many 
families. Dedicated homemakers took down heavy winter 
drapes and replaced them with summer’s lighter fabric. Bed-
ding was washed and aired on backyard clotheslines, storm 
windows lined up against the house for a thorough wash. 
This time of year, our grandmothers removed and cleaned 
everything from cupboards and closets.

Today, with most adults working outside the home, and 
schedules filled to overflowing, cleaning can sometimes be 
more piecemeal, catch-as-catch-can.

Nevertheless, this season often brings out the latent spring 
housecleaner in all of us. Who hasn’t taken notice, suddenly, 
of late afternoon’s brilliant sunshine highlighting windows 
streaked with winter’s grime, or spotted a previously hidden 
layer of dust peeking out from the beneath the stove on a sun-
splashed morning? The growing light and warmth makes us 
instinctively want to get busy.

In a sense, that’s what Lent was all about. For many of us, 
Ash Wednesday was deep in the heart of a cold and snow-
packed winter. But as we journeyed through the season, we 
saw glimmers of a far-off spring, even as we dug out from 
the latest storm. Light returned, and Lent reminded Christian 
stewards of our yearning to clean the house of our interior 
lives - our souls. Gradually, we saw illuminated the cobwebs 
in our own hearts.

Times of silence, prayer, fasting and giving move us with 
gratitude into the beautiful liturgies of the Easter Triduum. 
Yet, sometimes a nagging feeling troubles us. Did our efforts 
match our Ash Wednesday resolve? Did we do “enough”? 

If you’re troubled by this question, take heart. After all, 
if you thought your Lent was perfect, you might be like the 
Pharisee Jesus spoke of in his parable of the “Pharisee and 
the Tax Collector” – smug and self-satisfied. “I thank you that 
I am not like the rest of humanity . . .” (Luke 18:11). Instead, 
we come before the Lord at a glorious Easter liturgy like the 
tax collector “. . .be merciful to me a sinner.” The Christian 
steward spends a lifetime asking, “How can I do more?” As 
light streams through our windows and chases away the 
shadows, let the Light of Christ continue to illuminate the 
dark spots in your own spiritual life, but rejoice in the forgiv-
ing God who has conquered all darkness for us.  

Spiritual Housecleaning  
is Good Stewardship



  Called.
        Transformed.
              Sent to serve.

BECOME AN ICSC MEMBER TODAY
It will enhance your stewardship  

efforts tremendously!

International Catholic  
Stewardship Council

Who is ICSC?
The International Catholic Stewardship Council (ICSC) is a professional organization 
recognized internationally as a source of education, networking and information to 
advance the ministry of Christian stewardship as a way of life in the Roman Catholic 
Church in dioceses and parishes worldwide.

ICSC is the only organization dedicated exclusively to advancing Christian steward-
ship in North America as well as overseas. Founded in 1962, ICSC has over 1,200 
members representing over 800 dioceses and archdioceses, parish communities, 
Catholic organizations and professional firms.

ICSC Provides
• Expert advice for introducing Christian stewardship to your parish community

• Techniques proven to revitalize parish life

• Practical stewardship ideas 

• Support for teaching stewardship to children 

• Reflections for preaching stewardship

• A network of speakers for parishes and diocesan gatherings

• Conferences that offer the wisdom and experience of those committed to  
stewardship as a way of life

• Retreats that offer in-depth reflection and study on Christian stewardship

• Publications that inform and enhance our understanding of stewardship

• Access to stewardship resources, models and samples online

• Opportunities to exchange ideas and information with stewardship parishes in  
North America and beyond

• Best practices for promoting stewardship in the parish

Membership Includes
• Discounts for conferences, institutes  

and publications

• Membership directory

• Access to past conference  
presentations 

• Monthly parish e-bulletins offering 
weekly reflections, prayers, bulletin 
inserts and much more 

• Web site section for members only 
with the latest parish stewardship 
resources

• Access to parish leadership  
planning tools 

• Opportunities to exchange ideas, 
network, share best practices and 
grow in faith

“The promotion of the practice of stewardship is important for the mission of the 
Church and for the spiritual well-being of each individual Christian. Everyone 
benefits from the sacrificial gift one makes of his time, talent, and treasure.” 
                                                  -Pope Benedict XVI



The Resurrection of the Lord – Easter Vigil 
April 4, 2015

In tonight’s reading from Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans, we 
are reminded that we are alive in Christ. And it is not merely 
once a year that we remember what Jesus did to give us this 
new life, forgiveness and peace. Every day good stewards re-
member their baptism. They remember that they are united 
with Jesus in his death; that daily they drown the old sinful 
nature, and that daily they rise to their new life in Christ. Let 
us be mindful every day, especially when we are troubled by 
life or tempted by sin, that our lives are no longer about us, 
but about Christ’s active, loving presence within us.  That is 
our baptism. Alleluia! He is risen!

Easter Sunday 
April 5, 2015

The tomb is empty! Jesus Christ has risen today! Our Savior 
is active, alive, and transforming us and our communities of 
faith, even the world, at this very moment. Easter is a time of 
joy, a time of celebration. To have faith in the risen Lord is also 
to believe that we are disciples who bear witness to Christ in 
a broken and troubled world. To be good stewards of this faith 
obliges us to be living witnesses to Christ’s peace at home and 
in public. Jesus cannot be found buried. He is risen. Alleluia! 

Second Sunday of Easter / Divine Mercy Sunday 
Weekend of April 11/12, 2015

When the risen Christ encounters his disciples in the locked 
room he adds a new Beatitude to the ones we’ve heard pro-
claimed before: Blessed are those who have not seen and 

have believed. Stewards of the mysteries of God’s love do 
not need proof of the risen Christ. They know it because their 
lives have been transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit 
who has breathed new life into them. As stewards of this great 
gift it is appropriate to reflect on how we in turn add new life 
into our parish communities. 

Third Sunday of Easter 
Weekend of April 18/19, 2015

An underlying lesson from all three readings this weekend 
is that the Risen Christ has wiped away our sins, not only for 
individuals, but throughout the world and its history. The ter-
rible power of sin has now been reversed and our coming to 
perfection through the love of God is part of the Easter experi-
ence. As stewards of God’s love we are called to participate 
in Christ’s redemptive activity. The stewardship questions for 
us are many: How do we resist injustice at home or in the 
workplace? How do we confront violence in our language 
and attitudes? How do we bring Christ to others? 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Weekend of April 25/26, 2015

In today’s Gospel reading we hear Jesus referring to himself 
as “the good shepherd.” His sheep know him, trust him, 
listen to him and follow him; having faith that no harm will 
come to them as long as they stay close to him. We reaf-
firmed our faith in Christ when we renewed our baptismal 
promises at Easter. As stewards of our relationship with Jesus 
Christ, are we, like the sheep, willing to listen to Jesus, fol-
low him, trust him?

We encourage you to check out the ICSC online community at  
www.catholicstewardship.org under ‘members’ where members 
can share ideas and questions. The Parish Stewardship section is  
reviewed every day by members of the Parish Stewardship  
Education and Services Committee.

International Catholic  
Stewardship Council

(800) 352-3452
ICSC@catholicstewardship.org
www.catholicstewardship.org 
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